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The Kindergarten 

Outline for March and April 
Anne Elizabeth Allen 



Unity 

" Many hands make light work." 
"All needed by each one." 

Working with one's hands, instead of 
holding its place anoong the blessings of 
life, has been looked down upon as only 
intended for those who have been forced 
by poverty to engage in it. In order to 
reinstate manual labor to its really high 
position in the economy of individual as 
well as national life, we must begin to dig- 
nify it in the eyes of little children. He 
who works well, who accomplishes in the 
deftest, most skillful way a piece of work, 
earns the respect of all. 

When each one does his share of work, 
and seeks to make this share a help to the 
whole, working toward the perfection of 
that which will be of service to the most 
people, then must his place in the com- 
munity be recognized and respected. For 
this reason, certain duties should be given 
each child at home and at school, the per- 
formance of which in the best way shall be 
easily recognized as necessary to the good 
and comfort of all. 

The preparation of the earth by the 
spring winds, rain, and sun for its sum- 
mer occupation by plant life offers us a 
wide field for experiment and observation. 
Each element performs its function in its 
own time, and when all work together 
equally, the result is shown in the perfect 
growth of vegetation. 

Beginning in March, we shall observe 
closely the work of the wind upon the 
earth and its function in domestic and 
commercial life, in nature, and in play ; 



and we shall endeavor to find out our re- 
lation to the best use of it, as a power. 

Function of the wind in domestic life : Dry- 
ing clothes and drawing water; in the country, 
turning the fans of the mill. 

In commercial life : Blowing ships whose 
sails are spread. 

In nature : Blowing old leaves and grasses out 
of the way, and getting seeds out of crevices. 

In play: Helping to fly kites and to turn pin- 
wheels, weather-vanes, etc. 

Watch the direction of wind, and find which 
wind prevails ; which wind is warmest, which 
coldest. Observe work of the wind outside, 
and make excursions to the park as often as 
the weather permits, to watch for seeds, return 
of birds, etc., and examine condition of earth. 

April will bring warm rains. We shall 
watch the thawing of the earth, and get di£Eer- 
ent kinds of soil, loam, sand, and mixed loam 
and sand, put it in boxes or flower-pots, and 
test the nourishing qualities on the growth of 
beans or peas. Also test growth under differ- 
ent conditions — with and without water, sun- 
light, warmth, and different soils. Observe 
changes in nature as spring rains begin and sun 
grows warmer, seeing how all the elements 
work together to prepare for summer. 

Next we shall take up house-cleaning within 
doors. 

Articles needed; Brooms, dust-pans, tack- 
hammers, tack-claws, tacks, nails, scrubbing- 
brushes, chamois-skin, dust-cloths, buckets, 
ladders, picture-hooks, paint, paint-brushes, 
mops, water, soap, sapolio, etc. 

Work for each Person. 

Mother's work : Putting things away that are 
not to be needed soon again, such as heaviest 
bed-clothes and clothing, and with the father's 
help selecting new decorations, furniture, etc. 

Children's work: Keeping clothes and toys 
picked up and out of the way, and keeping 
hands off of new things ; trying to dress them- 
selves, and to be as careful as possible not to 
step on clean floors with soiled shoes. 
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COURSE OF STUDY 



Maid's work: Taking up carpets, wiping 
up floors, cleaning walls and paints, beating 
mattresses, airing bedding, washing curtains. 

Man's work: Beating carpets and rugs, oil- 
ing and waxing floors, carrying all heavy furni- 
ture, etc. 

Materials: Paints, charcoal, chalk (painting 
landscapes, illustrating stories, etc.); clay (illus- 
trating stories); paper, scissors, and paste; 
large blocks; second, third, fourth, and fifth 
gifts; triangular and square tablets; sticks, rings, 
and lintels for decorative designs. 

Stories: Bluster, Bright, and Sparkle (see 
April number); One Day with the IVtnd {see 
April number; Flying Kite, F. D. Sherman. 

Games: Wind horses; wind blowing clothes 
on line; wind-mill; ships sailing; kites flying; 
flags in wind; weather-cock; wind blowing 
leaves and grass. 

Songs: Weather Song, Rain Clouds, Wind 
Song, Hill's Songs; Rain Coach, Rain Shower, 
The Sunbeams, The Sun, Smith's Songs, Part 
II; Wind Song, Wind-Mill, Smith's Songs, 
Part I; The Wind- Mill, The Wind, Gaynor's 
Songs; Sons of ^olus,'iAoor& & Hill Songs. 



Instrumental Music: Instrumental Char- 
acteristic Rhythms, Part II, Clara Louise An- 
derson; Musical Rhythms for Piano, A. D. 
Scammell. 

Rhythm: Bowing movement, music by A. 
D. Scammell. 

Game of Drying Clothes: Place several 
children at arm's length to represent posts. 
Rope stretched by grasping hands. 

Other children bring out washing, which 
may be their handkerchiefs, or towels, or im- 
aginary articles. Still other children may find 
out direction of wind, and stand in comer from 
which it comes, representing blowing of wind. 
Sunbeams may also dance around washing, and 
when dry, it may be taken in and clothes-line 
and poles turned back to children. 

Sailing Ships: Wind, represented by chil- 
dren, coming from direction discovered outside. 
One child represents a ship, holding towel or 
apron for sail. A sailor spreads sail against 
wind, and ship moves off. He lowers sail, and 
ship stops moving. Several ships may sail at 
once. When direction of wind changes, sailor 
changes sail to catch the force of it. 



First and Second Grades 

Harriet T. B. Atwood 



Geography: The work upon the typical 
areas, as outlined in October and Novem- 
ber, will be resumed during this month, 
and some of the regions will be revisited. 

Owing to the heavy snow-fall during the 
past months it may be prophesied that 
Chicago and the surrounding flat region 
will be a land of slush and mud, with many 
portions under water. These conditions 
will be noted by the children, and the 
problems of drainage, sanitary conditions, 
and preservation of roads will be discussed 
as they arise. The children will make some 
simple experiments in the geographic labo- 
ratory, based on their own suggestions, 
with regard to draining the regions visited. 

Field trips proposed : 

I. Visit to truck farms between Evanston 
and Chicago. 

Note: Changes since autumn; condition of 



ground; kind of work going on at the farms; 
condition of roads. The children will bring 
back samples of soil and of water from the 
well. 

2. Visit to swamp region south of Eighty- 
third Street, near Stony Island Avenue. 

Note: Topography and condition of land 
where houses have been built; topography and 
condition of land which has been left vacant; 
condition of roads; condition of soil in swamp; 
remnants of vegetation in swamp which was 
once Hog Lake. The children will bring back 
samples of soil and water from the swamp. 

3. Visit to the bluff at Highwood, if weather 
permits. 

Note: Changes in appearance of bluff since 
autumn ; condition of soil ; appearance of 
stream ; condition of roads. The children 
will bring back samples of soil and of water 
from stream and lake. 

History: I. Stories of people who live in 
regions where the melting of snow and ice in 
the spring is a factor of great influence. By 



